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THE OLD UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO IN 1867. 



EDGAR J. GOODSPEED. 

The founding of the first University of Chicago was 
largely due to the liberality of the Honorable Stephen 
A. Douglas. Judge Douglas had already taken an active 
interest in establishing a college in Chicago, when in 
1855 he was approached by a group of citizens, who 
presented the project in a somewhat definite form. In 
co-operation with them Judge Douglas gave the new 
institution ten acres of ground in ** Cottage Grove,'' at 
the corner of Cottage Grove avenue and Thirty-fourth 
street, a stone's throw from the spot where the Douglas 
Monument now stands. A building of white limestone 
was built upon this site in 1857-8, and in this the work 
of the new institution was carried on for seven years. 
In 1865 a large central building was erected, from de- 
signs by W. W. Boyington, and this was named Douglas 
Hall, the older wing being called Jones Hall, after Wil- 
liam Jones, a leading citizen and generous patron of the 
institution, long chairman of its executive committee, but 
best known to the present generation as the father of 
Fernando Jones. The work of instruction began in 
1857, and the first catalogue was issued in 1860. It shows 
twenty students in the college, forty-eight in the law 
department, and 110 in the academy. Those were days 
of educational beginnings about Chicago; Northwestern 
University was founded in 1855 and Lake Forest in 1858. 

The death of Senator Douglas on June 3, 1861, de- 
prived the University of its chief patron. A meeting of 
the trustees, regents, and professors was inmiediately 
held and it was voted that the members of the University 
attend his funeral in a body and that the University 
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buildings be draped in mourning. Mr. Hoyne on this 
occasion declared that the University was Senator Doug- 
las ' noblest and most lasting monument. The private his- 
tory of the establishment of the institution will shed more 
honor upon the motives, intellect and heart of Judge 
Douglas than any success achieved in his public career, 
however brilliant. **His ashes are to repose beneath the 
shadow of the towers of the University.'* Mr. Hoyne 's 
speech was published in full in the Chicago Trihv/ne of 
the following day, where it may still be read. 

The catalogue of 1865-6 is the first to announce the 
facilities of the Dearborn Observatory with what was 
then the largest refractor telescope in the world, as form- 
ing part of its equipment. This observatory was built 
adjoining Douglas Hall, through the liberality of the 
Hon. J. Y. Scammon, from the first one of the regents 
of the University and always closely identified with its 
work. The observatory was named in honor of Mr. 
Scammon 's first wife, who was a member of that historic 
family from which Fort Dearborn and Dearborn street 
took their names. 

This stately group of buildings — Jones Hall, the Dear- 
born Observatory and Douglas Hall, with its monu- 
mental tower — ^had only recently been fully completed 
and occupied, when in May, 1867, the national mission- 
ary and publication societies of the Baptist Churches of 
the north held their annual meeting in Chicago. In a 
body they visited the University on May 30, and a pho- 
tograph was taken of the delegates and guests of the 
occasion, gathered in front of the University buildings. 
Leading citizens of Chicago and prominent Baptists 
from all over the north gathered on the wooden side- 
walk on Cottage Grove avenue and are shown in the 
photograph in the characteristic costumes of nearly fifty 
years ago. The picture here reproduced was given to 
my father, Thomas W. Goodspeed, then of Quincy, HI., 
by Kiler K. Jones of Quincy, a brother of Fernando 
Jones, in 1867. Mr. Goodspeed had been a member of 
the first freshman class of the University ; and as orderly 
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of the Student Military Company, led that body when, in 
June, 1861, it acted as guard of honor at the funeral of 
Senator Douglas. 

I am indebted principally to my father, who was pres- 
ent when the photograph was taken, for the following 
identifications of leading clergymen and citizens who 
appear in the picture. It will be seen that the group of 
men seated most prominently in the foreground are trus- 
tees of the University, while a few leading professors are 
standing just behind them. 

1. Rev. S. Dryden Phelps, the hymn writer. 

2. Eev. G. S. Bailey, D. D. 

3. Eev. I. Fargo, Galesburg. 

4. Eev. Edgar J. Goodspeed, D. D., pastor of the Sec- 
ond Baptist Church, Chicago; a trustee. (Died 1881.) 

5. Dr. Levi D. Boone, once mayor of Chicago; a 
trustee. 

6. Hon. J. Y. Scammon ; a trustee. 

7. Samuel Hoard, once postmaster of Chicago; a 
trustee. 

8. Hon. Thomas Hoyne, LL.D. ; a trustee. 

9. Eev. N. W. Miner, D. D., Springfield; a trustee. 

10. James E. Tyler, Chicago ; a trustee. 

11. Eev. William Hague, D. D., Boston, appears 
standing just behind Dr. Boone. 

12. Eev. Eeuben Jeffery, D. D., Cincinnati; after- 
wards a trustee. He is seen standing at Dr. Burroughs' 
right. 

13. Eev. J. C. Burroughs, D. D., first president of the 
old University. Appears standing just behind Mr. 
Scammon. 

14. Eev. Nathaniel Colver, D. D., first professor of 
theology, may be seen standing just behind Dr. William 
Hague. 

15. The man seated between (2) and (3) (Dr. Bailey 
and Mr. Fargo), and leaning forward, is believed to be 
United States Senator Lyman Trumbull, a trustee. 

16. The lady at Dr. Phelps' left is thought to be Mrs. 
Phelps. 
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The men on either side of Dr. Boone are probably 
trustees, like the others with whom they are seated, but 
I have not been able to identify them. It would be in- 
teresting if William Jones (who died not long after) or 
William B. Ogden could be recognized in the picture. 

In 1875 Rush Medical College, the oldest medical 
school in the west, became the medical department of the 
University. In the same year women, who, from the 
first had been allowed to attend classes in the University 
informally, with no recognized status and without re- 
ceiving degrees, were admitted to the institution on the 
same terms with men. Senator Douglas was succeeded 
as president of the trustees by William B. Ogden, the 
first mayor of Chicago, and upon his death, in 1877-8, 
N. K. Fairbank was elected. The management of the 
University's affairs was in the hands of a board of trus- 
tees, a board of regents and an executive board, while 
the law department had its board of counsellors. The 
law department was from the first in the charge of Henry 
Booth. In 1873 it became the Union College of Law, its 
control being shared with Northwestern University, of 
which it still forms the law school. 

In 1886 the old University closed its doors, over- 
whelmed with debt, primarily incurred through the erec- 
tion of the costly building shown in the picture, to pay 
for which the whole property had been heavily mort- 
gaged. The present writer was one of the last students 
to attend classes in the spacious old building, where men 
like Edward Olson (afterwards president of the Univer- 
sity of South Dakota), Lewis Stuart, Alonzo J. Howe,» 
Nathaniel Butler (afterwards president of Colby Uni- 
versity), J. D. S. Riggs (now president of Shurtleff Col- 
lege) and Galusha Anderson (afterwards president of 
Denison University) were heroically at work. Soon after, 
the insurance company, which had taken the property 
under a mortgage, had the old building torn down, a 
street cut through from east to west where the tower had 
stood, and residences erected, so that no trace of the 
buildings now remains. The Dearborn Observatory was 
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also torn down, the large telescope which it contained 
being removed to the campus of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity at Evanston. 

The connection of Senator Donglas and of Mr. Scam- 
mon with the Old University has recently been recog- 
nized by the University of Chicago through the erection 
of bronze tablets on the walls of Scammon Court and of 
the cloister leading to Mandel Hall. The Douglas tablet 
bears a portrait of Senator Douglas in low relief and 
this inscription: 

IN HONOB OP STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS 

WHO IN 1855 GBNEROUSIiY CONTRIBUTED 

TO THE POUNDING OP 

THE PIBST UNIVEBSITY ESTABLISHED 

IN CHICAGO THIS TABLET IS 

BBECTED IN JUNE 1901 BY THE DECENNIAL 

CLASS OP THE UNIVEBSITY OP CHICAGO 

Mr. Ogden's name, too, is perpetuated at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. The Ogden Graduate School of Science 
bears it, in recognition of a grant of more than half a 
million dollars made to the University, under the terms 
of his will, by his heirs and executors. 

The School of Education of the University of Chicago 
occupies the block at the north end of which stood the 
large rambling old house in which Mr. and Mrs. Scam- 
mon spent their last years. Their names are beautifully 
perpetuated at the University in Scammon Court, the 
large quadrangle of the School of Education, enclosed 
between Emmons Blaine Hall and Belfield Hall. Two 
tablets set in the north walls of the Blaine Hall bear this 
inscription : 

SCAMMON COUBT 

THIS BNCLOSUBE IS NAMED IN MBMOBY OP 

A PUBLIC SPIBITED CITIZEN OP CHICAGO 

AND A LIBEBAL PBIEND OP EDUCATION 

JONATHAN YOUNG SCAMMON 

1812—1890 

AND IN BECOGNrnON OP THE GENEBOSITY 

OP HIS WIDOW 

MABIA SHELDON SCAMMON 
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To the north of Belfield Hall lies Scammon Garden, 
with the trees and shrubbery with which Mr. Scammon 
had surrounded his house, and here on summer nights 
Shakespere^s plays are given, with no scenery but the 
maple trees and lilac hedges which this generous friend 
of the Old University had indirectly bequeathed to the 
new. Edgab J. Goodspbed. 

The University of Chicago. 



